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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 12767 101 120Z 
ACTION ORM-02 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-00 DHA-02 VOE-00 SCA-01 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 SY-05 SSO-00 10-14 /034 W 

101122Z 017027/10 

OR 101100ZJUN77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3098 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 12767 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ABOARD MS SEA FORTUNE 

1. HONG KONG'S 6713 INDICATES THAT U.S.-OWNED VESSEL MS SEA 
FORTUNE PICKED UP 13 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES AT SEA OEF THE COAST 

OF VIETNAM. REQUEST DEPARTMENT'S GUIDANCE AS TO WHETHER WE MAY 
INDICATE TO UNHCR AND RTG THAT U.S. WILL GUARANTEE TAKING THEM. 

2. CURRENT RTG POLICY IS NOT RPT NOT TO ALLOW REFUGEES TO 
DISEMBARK WITHOUT SUCH A GUARANTEE. IN INTERESTS OF CONTINUING 
TO ENCOURAGE VESSELS TO RESCUE REFUGEES AT SEA EMBASSY 
BELIEVES U.S. MUST MAKE THIS GESTURE. 

3. EMBASSY REP WILL BOARD VESSEL WITH UNHCR REP TO INTERVIEW 
REEUGEES AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE. WOULD APPRECIATE RESPONSE 
SOONEST. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 12767 101 120Z 


4. ON OTHER SUBJECT, UNHCR REP HAS INFORMED US THAT 
48 VIETNAMESE REEUGEES FROM LAEM SINGH BOAT CAMP 
IN CHANTABURI PROVINCE, DEPARTED TODAY ON STEEL HULLED 
VESSEL OE UNKNOWN DIMENSIONS BOUND FOR AUSTRALIA. MORE 
DETAILS WHEN AVAILABLE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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